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DANIEL LEU 
Statement 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.06 pm]: I draw the 
attention of the house to an unfortunate accident that occurred just after Easter resulting in the death of a young 
teacher who was returning to the Warburton remote community school by road—a 1 200 kilometre trip. Daniel 
Leu, aged 28, a teacher at the school, was travelling back to Warburton after the Easter break. His wife, Judy 
Chao, was also in the vehicle with another friend of theirs, Leeanne Fong. I would like to pass on my 
condolences and those, I am sure, of the house to Daniel’s family on their sad loss.  

Something we should all consider when we think about these young teachers who take up these appointments in 
remote areas is the drives such as the one to Warburton along a very long gravel road. Young teachers, 
particularly those who are inexperienced at driving on outback roads, place themselves at risk as they go to and 
from their places of work. Perhaps something we as a government should consider is how we can make the 
journey safer for them. In the Ngaanyatjarra lands group of schools there are 10 schools, according to an article 
in the Kalgoorlie Miner of January 2007. At that time there were 350 students and 80 teachers and support staff 
spread over 160 square kilometres. They are doing a great job out there servicing our remote communities and 
working hard to ensure that our Indigenous people in those areas have every opportunity to gain a good 
education to give them the best chance in life. In fact, Minister Constable was there last year and noted the 
willingness of the teaching staff and community members to try new ideas to ensure that there is an 
improvement in literacy and attendance at these schools. She congratulated the teachers on the initiatives they 
take trying new ways to deliver education. I believe we need to give those young teachers every support we can. 
I was in Broome on the weekend when I discussed this situation with an officer from the Department of 
Corrective Services, who was talking to me about the West Kimberley Regional Prison in Derby and the 
proposed work camp at Warburton. 

She said that they fly to Warburton regularly to conduct their business. We should try to make sure that, if flights 
are going backwards and forwards, our young teachers are given the opportunity to undertake that mode of travel 
rather than drive if that is what they want to do. 

I just wanted to note this sad accident, and to record the thanks of Parliament for the work that these young 
people are doing in delivering teaching to our remote areas. I trust that we will do everything we can to ensure 
that these people are given safe passage to and from their work.  
 


